
2016-17 Fern Library Fund  

 Donation Request 
 

Darlene Crider, our recently retired librarian, invested many years into the Fern Library making it the #1 elementary 

school library in the district.  Our children, at Fern Elementary, have access to a wonderful creative space to call 

“their” library.  Thanks to the continued help of our new Volunteer Library Team, we have been able to keep the 

library up and running since Mrs. Crider’s departure.  The children have access to the library before school, during 

recess, and at lunchtime; as well as during our children’s regular class schedules.   
 
The newly assembled Fern Library Team is comprised of Parents and Grandparents who spend precious hours with 

each classroom. Their time spent includes: re-shelving, tidying up, checking books in & out, reading to the younger 

grades, covering/repairing books and processing new books for circulation.  Our library volunteers do not receive any 

compensation other than the pure joy of working with your children.  However, there remains continued costs 

involved in the library upkeep which include purchase of new books, protective book covering materials, labels and 

labeling printer’s ink, reams of paper for student bookmarks, paper for student notes and coloring activities, and 

laminating material costs for student projects. Mrs. Crider also  had a few ‘last requests’ for much needed 

improvements such as library furniture that we would like to complete in her honor - our way of saying “thank you” 

for the many years she dedicated to The Fern Avenue Elementary School Library.   
 
We need your generous help and support: Please join us in our efforts to continue to uphold our #1 library status 

by financially supporting this important and valuable learning path for our children.  A suggested donation of $20 

per child will get us to our goal.  If you can do more, please feel free to do so.  All contributions, great or small are 

very much appreciated!  Also, please kindly consider asking family and friends to support this invaluable donation 

drive that crucially impacts Fern elementary students.  Thank you for supporting our children and our school. Your 

donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed.  If you have any questions, please contact Valerie Oliva at 

fernavelibrary@gmail.com. 
   

In order to excel in this goal we are offering a very special incentive: 
Students collecting $50 or more in donations will receive an invitation to a special ‘bookmark making art 

party’ hosted by our wonderful Fern Elementary Library Volunteer Team.  (Donations must be received by 

March 31, 2017 to qualify for this special incentive.) 

 

----------------------------------------------------Cut here-------------------------------------------------------- 

Fern’s Library Fund 2016-17 Donation Form 
Platinum Sponsor…...….$200.00       Gold Sponsor...…….$100.00          Silver Sponsor…...….$ 50.00 

Sponsors will be recognized in the PTA Newsletter. Any and all amounts are valued and appreciated.  Thank you in advance for your kind 

generosity to the Fern Elementary Library 
Student Name: _________________________________________________Student Room #: ___________________________              

Donor Name   Phone Amount 

   

   

   

   PTA USE ONLY    Date rec’d:   ______________   Total Rec’d:   ________________ 

No Cash will be accepted.  Please make checks payable to:  Fern PTA.  Please remember to write “Fern Library Fund” along with Student 

Name & Room Number in the memo section.  Return to the school office or to your child’s teacher.  Your company may offer a charitable 

matching donation incentive; please inquire at your workplace at your Human Resources Department.  Thank you again for your very kind, 

gracious, and generous support!   

mailto:fernprograms@gmail.com


March 23, 2017 - Thursday 11:00 AM to 9:00 PM

3525 W Carson Street Suite 168
Torrance, CA 90503
310-802-6440

Fern Elementary School

(MAR329)



 

 

 

Stay for an hour or for the 

morning! Bring your brooms and 

weeding tools, if you have them. 

All Fern students are invited and 

they must attend with an adult. 

Email Debbie Mabry  

mabry.debbie@tusd.org with any 

questions.  

 Gardening with Grandparents and 
other family members! 

Fern PRIDE  
Clean Up Day 

3/25/2017 

   

It’s fun and helps our school look  great! 

1

Enter 

through the  

Kinder gate!   

2

9:00am-12:00 
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Talking leads to learning
Did you know you can build your child’s 
vocabulary, language skills and interest in 
reading just by talking with 
him? Talk often about:

•	 Everyday	events.	Visit 
new places and use new 
words. “The columns at the 
museum’s entrance make it look grand.”

•	 Book	characters. Do any of them 
remind your child of himself? What 
would he do in their shoes?

•	 Questions. Wonder about things such 
as, “Why don’t clouds fall out of the 
sky?” Together, brainstorm ideas, then 
read to find the answer.

Does your child put his least-favorite assignment at the bottom of his to-do 
list? Encourage him to try moving it to the top, instead. Here’s why:

•	 Unpleasant	jobs	are a part 
of life. We all have to do things 
we don’t like. Talk to your child 
about some of the jobs you don’t 
enjoy, but have to do anyway. 

•	 Putting	off a difficult task can 
make it seem more difficult. Until 
your child gets that challenging 
assignment finished, it’s going to 
weigh on his mind.

•	 Finishing	a	dreaded	task 
feels wonderful. Help him focus 

on how great he’ll feel when the 
job is done. Let him build in a 
small reward for completing it, 
such as a 10-minute break to 
shoot hoops.

A nudge from you can ease the pro-
cess. Set a timer for 15 minutes and 
say, “Work until the timer dings. 
Then you can stop.” Once your child 
gets started, he may find the task is 
not as painful as he thought.
Source: R. Emmett, The Procrastinating Child, Walker 
and Company.

Call	for	family	meetings
Holding regular family meetings is a great 
way to teach your child about communica-
tion and cooperation. To get the most from 
a family meeting:

•	 Create	an	agenda. Ask 
family members in advance 
what they’d like to discuss. 

•	 Keep	it	brief—less than one hour.

•	 Take	turns. After someone describes an 
idea or problem, give each person time 
to contribute thoughts or solutions. 

•	 Choose	ideas	to	try. Write down 
decisions for future review if needed.

Source: T.W. Phelan, Ph.D., 1-2-3 Magic: Effective Discipline 
for Children 2–12, Sourcebooks, Inc.

Correct	behavior	with	care
Productive discipline helps your child learn 
what she did wrong—and how she can 
make a better choice in the future. The key 
is to stay calm and remember to:

•	 Be	consistent. Don’t set rules unless 
you’ll enforce them every time.

•	 Avoid	criticizing. Just point out where 
your child went wrong, and talk about 
what she could do differently next time.
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Ask	questions	that	get	your	child	
to	think	six	important	ways
To succeed in school, children have to be able 
to think about what they are learning. Asking 
questions is one effective way you can help 
your child develop her thinking skills. 

 A classification system used by educators, 
Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy, divides thinking 
processes into six categories. When you talk 
with your child about what she’s learning, ask 
questions that encourage her to:

1.	Remember.	Ask your child to recall basic facts, such as who, what, when 
and where. “When did the war start?” Her answers should be clearly right 
or wrong.

2.	Understand. Have your child describe, explain, or give an example 
based on what she knows about a subject. “What was the main character 
in the book trying to do?”

3.	Apply. Ask your child to use what she’s learned to think about a new 
situation. “Chickens hatch from eggs. Do you think ostriches do, too?”

4.	Analyze. Discuss how something works or how it’s organized. “What 
would the next number in this series be? How can you tell?”

5.	Evaluate. Help your child think critically. “What do you think was most 
important to the American colonists? Why?”

6.	Create. Get your child to use what she knows without worrying about 
being right or wrong. “What would life be like if you lived on the moon?”

Source: “Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy–Question Starters,” College of Education, Illinois State University, 
niswc.com/bloom.

When	a	task	is	dreaded,	do	it	first

333333333
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Chores	build	school	skills
When your child does chores at home, he 
develops skills and attitudes that can help 
him in school. Chores promote responsibil-
ity, and doing them can teach your child to:

•	 Follow	directions.	Following instruc-
tions when doing laundry is no different 
from following directions on a test.

•	 Take	pride	in	his	work. The feeling
he gets from doing a job well at home 
can help him persist with challenging 
projects at school.

• Consider	others’	needs. Knowing
his work helps your family may motivate 
your child to put effort into class projects.

Source: R. Rende, Ph.D. and J. Prosek, Raising Can-Do Kids, 
TarcherPerigee.
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Be	a	reading	role	model
Children whose parents read often usually 
grow up to be readers themselves. To show 
your child that reading is important to you:

•	 Let	her	see	you	reading every day. 

•	 Explain	why you are reading—for 
information, to learn something new,  
or just for fun.

•	 Give	books	as	gifts. It shows you 
value them.

•	 Look	up	words you are unsure of in 
the dictionary. Talk about their meanings.

___1.		Do	you	give your child 
opportunities to make choices 
every day? They can be small, 
but she should have to live 
with the choices she makes.

___2.		Do	you	talk about family 
decisions together?

___3.		Do	you	think out loud 
sometimes when you are  
making a choice?

___4.		Do	you	encourage your 
child to ask questions?

___5.		Do	you	teach your child 
that every decision has  
consequences?

How	well	are	you	doing?
More yes answers mean you’re teaching 
your child to think through decisions. 
For each no, try that idea from the quiz.

There’s	science	at	the	end	
of	this	rainbow
Try this colorful experiment 
with your child: Set a clear 
glass filled with water on a 
sunny windowsill. Put a large sheet of white 
paper on the floor underneath. The water 
acts like raindrops and bends the sunlight, 
splitting it into its spectrum of colors. The 
colors show up on the paper as a rainbow.
Source: E.R. Churchill and others, 365 Simple Science 
Experiments with Everyday Materials, Black Dog & Leventhal.
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How	do	I	handle	my	child’s	
medical	condition	at	school?

Q:	My	son	has	just	been	diagnosed	
with	asthma.	He	doesn’t	want	anyone	
at	school	to	know	because	he	says	
he	still	wants	to	“have	fun	with	his	
friends”	at	recess.	How	can	I	work	 
with	the	school—without	having	my	
child	singled	out?
A:	Asthma is a serious health condition. Every 
year it causes around 14 million absences from 
school. Explain to your child that it’s important 
to tell the teacher about his asthma. Then work 
with your child, his teacher and the school staff  
to create plans to protect his health and privacy. Be sure to:

•	 Review	the	school	rules	about medicine at school. Fill out required 
forms. Be sure that your child knows how to take his medication.

•	 Talk	with	your	child’s	teachers about things that trigger his attacks, 
such as overexertion or exposure to animals, mold, pollen or dust. Let 
them know of his concerns about being singled out. Teach your child to 
monitor himself and avoid situations that bring on attacks.

•	 Create	an	action	plan so that your child and the school staff know 
what to do if he has an attack.

Let your son know that asthma doesn’t have to prevent him from having fun 
at recess. But he will have to learn how to take care of himself and respect 
his limits so that he can stay healthy.

Are you teaching decision-making?
As children grow up, they must make more and more decisions for them-
selves. Are you doing all you can now to prepare your child to make wise 
choices? Answer yes or no to the questions below:

}To have respect for 

ourselves guides our 

morals; and to have a 

deference for others 

governs our manners.~     

         
        —

Laurence Sterne

1527-1013

333333333 X02618959

http://www.parent-institute.com
http://www.parent-institute.com


®

Home&School
Working Together for School Success CONNECTION
March 2017

© 2017 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated      

Your child will discover 
that the world is a better 
place when people help 
each other. Consider these 
ideas for raising a helpful 
youngster.

Take on chores
Helping starts at home, 

and regular chores are a 
good place to begin. Point 
out that your household 
runs more smoothly when all family 
members help take care of it. Get your 
child in the habit of everyday chores 
(washing dishes, folding laundry). Then, 
suggest that he look for other ways to 
help, perhaps cleaning the attic or weed-
ing the garden.

Assist classmates
Let your youngster see that he has 

the power to help others. If he mentions 
someone who might need help (say, a 
classmate who is struggling with math 
facts), ask, “What could you do?” Your 
child could invite the student to study 
with him. Tell your youngster about 

Which way? 
Improve your young-

ster’s sense of direction by having her 
observe the sunset from a window in 
your home—that’s west. Then, let her 
make north, south, east, and west signs 
to hang on the walls. Next, hide a toy, 
and give her directions to find it. (“Take 
two steps south and three steps east.”) 
When you walk outdoors, she can try 
using the sun to figure out directions.

Use medicine safely 
Teach your child about drug safety 
from an early age. If medicine is pre-
scribed for him, read the label together, 
and explain that it’s important to take 
it exactly as directed. Then, dispense 
doses yourself, and store it in a locked 
cabinet. Also, tell him he should never 
share medication—or accept medicine 
from a friend.

The first day of spring 
(March 20) is also 
World Storytelling Day. 

Celebrate it by spending an evening 
telling family stories. Your youngster 
will probably enjoy hearing tales from 
your childhood—or the story of the 
day she was born. 

Worth quoting
“Sunshine is delicious, rain is refresh-
ing, wind braces us up, snow is exhil-
arating; there is really no such thing 
as bad weather, only different kinds 
of good weather.” John Ruskin

Q: What was the farmer doing on the 
other side of the road?

A: Catching all 
the chickens!

The importance of 
helping others 

SHORT 
NOTES

DID 
 YOU
KNOW?

JUST FOR FUN

Tips for test day 
Good news: Everyday strategies your 

youngster uses in reading and math will come 
in handy on standardized tests. Here’s how:

 ● Help your child prepare for sections where 
she has to read paragraphs, answer questions, 
and give supporting details. When you read to her 
at home, talk about the book, and ask her to show you evidence to back up her ideas 
and opinions.

 ● Your youngster may be asked to show how she solves math problems during the 
test, just like she does on regular assignments. Tell her that it’s better to write too 
much rather than not enough, especially if the test isn’t timed. She might also 
include drawings, such as a sketch showing how she found the area of a trapezoid.♥

everyday ways you lend a hand, such as 
bringing morning coffee to a coworker 
who broke her ankle.

Volunteer together
Your child can be a community volun-

teer with your help. For ideas, contact the 
parks and recreation department, commu-
nity centers, and service agencies like the 
United Way. Your family might take part 
in a park cleanup day, be a foster family 
for rescue dogs, or do face painting at a 
fund-raiser. When your youngster sees 
how good it feels to make a difference, he 
may want to make volunteering a habit!♥

Torrance Unified School District
Ben Egan, Director - State & Federal Projects
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Q: My daughter has been misbe-
having in school. The teacher sent 
home a note saying she’s goofing 

off and not listening. What should I do?

A: First, contact your child’s 
teacher. Find out when your 
daughter tends to act 
up, maybe during silent 
reading time, in the 
hallway, or at lunch. 
Together, you and the 
teacher might be able to 
figure out what triggers 
the behavior. Perhaps she 

is struggling in a particular subject, or 
maybe sitting beside her best friend makes 
it a challenge for her to follow the rules.

Then, talk to your daughter about the 
importance of behaving well in school. 

Discuss strategies for solving 
the problem like asking for 
help when an assignment is 
hard or sitting near different 
kids. Finally, plan to keep 
talking to your child and 
to stay in touch with the 
teacher to make sure her 
behavior improves.♥

Encourage good school behavior 

It’s cool to learn 
new words! 

At home or on the go, your youngster 
can expand her vocabulary. Try these 
suggestions.

My word wall. Many classrooms have 
word walls—why not let your child 
make one at home? Her closet door, a 
side of the refrigerator, or any other open 
spot will do. She could write words she 

is learning on index cards and 
arrange them by category. Exam-
ples: History words (expansion, 
treaty), science terms (photosyn-
thesis, mineral). Each time she 
adds a word to her wall, ask 
her what it means. Then, she 
can refer to the wall as she 
does her homework or 
writes stories.

Games to go. In the car, 
let your youngster pick a 

random letter (say, G), and 
take turns calling out some-

thing you see that begins with 
that letter (grass, gazebo, girl). If you say an unfamiliar word, 
point out the item so she learns it. When you reach the next 
block, someone else can pick a different letter. Tip: Later, help 
her remember the words by asking questions like “What was 
that round wooden structure that started with G?” (gazebo)♥

Spring events: A family affair 

The last quarter of the year at 

my son Andy’s school is always filled with fun activi-

ties like plays, concerts, a student-teacher basketball 

game, the book fair, and curriculum nights. I like 

to attend or take Andy to as many as possible, 

but I’m a single mom with two jobs, so we 

usually end up missing some. 

This year, I sent the calendar of events to my mom, my brother, and my cousin, 

and I asked whether they could each take Andy to one. They were happy to help! 

My mom took Andy to the school play, and my brother is going with him to the 

basketball game. My cousin, who’s studying to become a teacher, is excited about 

literacy night. 

I’m relieved that my son will attend so many evening activities. And Andy looks 

forward to sharing his school events with other family members.♥

Structural engineering 
Your child will have fun exploring 

engineering with homemade building 
blocks. Share these steps.

1. Make triangle blocks
Let him cut poster board, file folders, 

or index cards into 24 strips, each about 
1̋  x 5ʺ. Then, have him fold each strip 
into thirds, bend it into a triangle, and 
tape the ends together. (Note: He should 
save a few unfolded strips to use for 
building.)

2. Build a structure
Encourage your youngster to experi-

ment with different designs. He can fit tri-
angles together into rows with every other 
block pointing up, lay an unfolded strip 
on top, and continue alternating layers. 
Perhaps he’ll make the rows all the same 
length or make them different lengths.

3. Test strength
Ask your 

child to check 
each structure 
to see which 
design is the strongest and 
most stable. He could put a strip of 
paper on top and add pennies, counting 
as he goes, until the structure topples. 
Which arrangement of blocks holds the 
most pennies?♥

Q
&
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Trabajando juntos para el éxito escolar CONNECTION

Su hijo descubrirá que el 
mundo es un lugar mejor 
cuando las personas se ayudan 
mutuamente. Tenga en cuenta 
estas ideas para educar a un 
muchacho servicial. 

Las tareas de casa
La ayuda empieza en casa 

y las tareas regulares son un 
buen comienzo. Indíquele que su hogar 
funciona más sobre ruedas cuando la fami-
lia entera colabora en su cuidado. Acostum-
bre a su hijo a hacer tareas del hogar (lavar 
platos, doblar la ropa limpia). Luego sugié-
rale que busque otros modos de ayudar, por 
ejemplo limpiando el ático o quitando las 
hierbas del jardín.

Ayudar a los compañeros
Procure que su hijo vea que tiene el poder 

de ayudar a los demás. Si le menciona a al-
guien que podría necesitar ayuda (por ejem-
plo un compañero que tiene dificultad con 
las matemáticas), pregúntele: “¿Qué podrías 
hacer tú?” Su hijo podría invitar al estudian-
te a estudiar con él. Coméntele a su hijo ma-
neras en las que usted ayuda cotidianamente, 

¿Por dónde?
Mejore el sentido de la 

dirección que posee su hija diciéndole 
que observe la puesta de sol desde una 
ventana de su casa: eso es el oeste. Luego 
dígale que haga señales para el norte, 
sur, este y oeste y las cuelgue en las pare-
des. A continuación, esconda un juguete 
y dele instrucciones para que lo encuen-
tre. (“Da dos pasos al sur y tres pasos al 
este”.) Cuando salgan a la calle, puede 
usar el sol para entender las direcciones 
que le dé. 

Uso seguro de medicamentos
Enseñe a su hijo desde pequeño a usar las 
medicinas con seguridad. Si le han receta-
do el medicamento, lean juntos la etique-
ta y explíquele que es importante tomarla 
exactamente como se indica. A continua-
ción dispénsele usted las dosis y guarde 
el frasco en un armarito cerrado. Dígale 
también que jamás comparta las medici-
nas o acepte medicinas de un amigo.

El primer día de la 
primavera (20 de 

marzo) es el Día Mundial del Cuen-
tacuentos. Celébrenlo pasando la tarde 
contando historias de su familia. Su 
hija disfrutará escuchando anécdotas 
de la infancia de los mayores o la histo-
ria del día en que ella nació.

Vale la pena citar
“La luz del sol es deliciosa, la lluvia es 
refrescante, el viento nos arma de valor, 
la nieve es tonificante; en realidad no 
existe el mal tiempo, sólo distintos 
tipos de buen tiempo”. John Ruskin 

P: ¿Qué hacía el granjero al otro lado 
de la carretera?

R: ¡Corría de-
trás de los 
pollos!

La importancia de 
ayudar a los demás

SIMPLEMENTE CÓMICO

¿SABÍA
        USTED?

Consejos para días de examen
Buena noticia: Las estrategias que su hija usa cotidia-

namente en lectura y matemáticas le serán muy 
útiles con los test estandarizados. He aquí cómo:

 ● Ayude a su hija a prepararse para las secciones 
en las que tiene que leer párrafos, contestar pre-
guntas y dar detalles de apoyo. Cuando le lea 
en casa, hablen del libro y pídale que le muestre 
pruebas que respalden sus ideas y opiniones. 

 ● Es posible que a su hija le pidan que muestre cómo resuelve los problemas durante 
el examen, igual que hace en sus tareas normales. Dígale que es mejor escribir dema-
siado que demasiado poco, especialmente si no hay restricciones de tiempo. También 
podría incluir dibujos, por ejemplo un boceto que enseñe cómo calculó el área de un 
trapezoide.♥

NOTAS 
BREVES

 

como cuando lleva café a una compañera 
que se rompió el tobillo. 

Hagan voluntariado juntos
Con su ayuda su hijo puede ser volun-

tario en su comunidad. Si necesitan ideas, 
pónganse en contacto con el departamento 
de parques y recreo, los centros comunita-
rios o las agencias benéficas como United 
Way. Su familia puede participar en un día 
de limpieza del parque, ser familia de aco-
gida para perros rescatados o pintar caritas 
en una fiesta para recaudar fondos. Cuan-
do su hijo vea lo bien que se siente ayu-
dando a mejorar las cosas ¡quizá quiera 
convertir el voluntariado en un hábito!♥

Torrance Unified School District
Ben Egan, Director - State & Federal Projects
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N U E S T R A  F I N A L I D A D

P: Mi hija se está portando mal en 
la escuela. La maestra envió una 

nota a casa diciendo que ganduleaba y no 
prestaba atención. ¿Qué debo hacer?

R: En primer lugar, póngase en 
contacto con la maestra de su 
hija. Entérese de cuándo 
suele comportarse mal, si 
es durante el tiempo de lec-
tura en silencio, en el pasillo 
o en el almuerzo. Puede que 
a la maestra y a usted se les 
ocurra qué desencadena 
el comportamiento. Quizá 

tenga dificultades con una materia, o quizá 
sentarse junto a su mejor amiga haga más 
complicada la obediencia de las normas. 

Luego hable con su hija sobre la impor-
tancia de portarse bien en la escuela. Co-

mente con ella estrategias para 
resolver el problema, por ejemplo 
podría pedir ayuda cuando la 
tarea sea difícil o se podría sentar 
con otros niños. Finalmente, pro-
póngase seguir hablando con su 
hija y mantener el contacto con la 
maestra para cerciorarse de que 
su comportamiento mejora.♥

Estimular el buen comportamiento 
en la escuela

¡Es fantástico aprender 
nuevas palabras!

Su hija puede ampliar su vocabulario en 
casa o cuando salgan. Ponga a prueba estas 
sugerencias. 

Mi pared de palabras. En muchos sa-
lones de clase hay paredes de palabras: ¿por 
qué no hace en casa una su hija? Puede ser-
vir la pared de su armario, un lado de la ne-
vera o cualquier otro espacio libre. Podría 

escribir en fichas de cartulina las palabras 
que está escribiendo y ordenarlas por ca-
tegoría. Ejemplos: Palabras de historia 
(expansión, tratado), términos científicos 
(fotosíntesis, mineral). Cada vez que añada 
una palabra a su pared, pregúntele qué 
significa. Su hija puede usar su pared 
como referencia cuando haga los deberes 
o escriba redacciones. 

Juegos para el viaje. Cuando vayan 
en el auto deje que su pequeña elija una 
letra cualquiera (por ejemplo, G) y túr-
nense diciendo el nombre de cosas que 
vean y empiecen con esa letra (grama, 
glorieta, gasolinera). Si usted dice una 

palabra desconocida, señale el objeto para que su hija la apren-
da. Cuando lleguen al bloque siguiente, otro de ustedes puede 
elegir una letra distinta. Consejo: Ayúdela luego a recordar las 
palabras preguntándole cosas como “¿Qué era esa estructura 
redonda de madera que empieza con G?” (glorieta)♥

Funciones primaverales: Un 

asunto de familia
El último cuarto del curso en la escuela de mi hijo 

Andy siempre tiene muchas actividades divertidas 

como teatro, conciertos, un partido de baloncesto, 

la feria del libro y noches de exploración del 

currículum. Me gusta asistir o llevar a Andy a 

tantos eventos como sea posible, pero soy una 

mamá sola con dos empleos así que suelo perderme algunos. 

Este año le envié el calendario de eventos a mi mamá, mi hermano y mi primo y 

les pregunté si cada uno de ellos podría llevar a Andy a una función. ¡Y me ayudaron 

gustosos! Mi mamá llevó a Andy a la obra de teatro y mi hermano va a acompañarlo 

al partido de baloncesto. Mi primo, que está estudiando magisterio, está entusiasmado 

con la noche de lectura y escritura. 

A mí me tranquiliza saber que mi hijo asistirá a tantas actividades por la tarde. Y Andy 

tiene ilusión por compartir las funciones de su escuela con otros miembros de la familia.♥

Ingeniería estructural
Su hijo disfrutará explorando la inge-

niería con bloques de construcción hechos 
en casa. Comparta estos pasos con él. 

1. Hacer bloques triangulares
Dígale que corte cartulina, carpetas ar-

chivadoras o fichas de cartulina en 24 
tiras, cada una de 1̋  x 5ʺ. A continuación, 
que doble cada tira en tres partes iguales y 
que la doble en forma de triángulo y pegue 
juntos los extremos. (Nota: Debería reser-
var unas cuantas tiras sin doblar para usar 
en la construcción.)

2. Construir una estructura
Anime a su hijo a que experimente con 

diversos diseños. Puede ensamblar trián-
gulos en fila, con bloques alternos con la 
punta hacia arriba, colocar encima una tira 
desdoblada y continuar alternando capas. 
Quizá haga todas las filas de la misma lon-
gitud o las haga de distintas longitudes. 

3. Comprobar la fuerza
Dígale a su 

hijo que exami-
ne cada estruc-
tura para ver 
qué diseño es el más 
fuerte y el más estable. Podría 
colocar encima una tira de papel y añadir 
centavos, contando al añadirlos, hasta que 
la estructura se hunda. ¿Qué colocación 
de bloques aguanta más centavos?♥
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Fern Elementary School 

 
 
Parent/Guardian Timeline 
January: Talk with your children about areas in science, technology, engineering, art and 
math – spark their interests.  Encourage them to pursue their wonderings/ideas for improving 
designs on common objects, and then they can showcase their ideas at the new STEAM Fair. 
 
February:  Attend Fern’s Family STEAM/Science Night on the 16th – learn more about 
science and think about a wondering for the Fern Steam Fair! After your children have 
proposed a project to you, be sure that it includes the materials that are needed, the type of 
data will be collected, and how it will be displayed. All Proposal and Approval Forms must be 
submitted to your child’s teacher no later than February 23rd for approval. Teachers may ask 
for approval forms earlier, dependent on the child’s grade. After your proposal has been 
approved, student should begin COLLECTING, BUILDING AND EXPERIMENTING!  
 
March: Students should work on their projects and follow all guidelines. All students must 
present their projects and be prepared to answer questions regarding their projects. 
 
April: All projects are due in the classrooms on April 3rd.  Teachers may request the projects 
earlier, dependent on the grade.  On April 4th and 5th, STEAM fair judging will take place in 
the cafeteria by our expert science judges. Projects from each grade will be advanced to this 
level and students must be prepared to present their projects to the judges. On April 6th, all 
projects will be on display in Fern cafeteria at our Fern STEAM Fair Night.   
 

The TUSD STEAM Fair awards will be held on April 20th at 
Torrance High School. Winners from each grade will be invited.  

 



	

	

Torrance Unified School District  
2017 STEAM Fair Overview 

 
 

This year, the Torrance Unified School District (TUSD) is shifting gears and emphasizing 
STEAM, where students will be applying and practicing their Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math skills, but approaching their projects with a creative, or Artistic, 
perspective (the “A” in STEAM).  This perspective is based on the new Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS) where students are encouraged to focus not just on results, 
but on their process, one that includes trial and error, divergent thinking, dynamic problem 
solving and perseverance. 
 
What are STEAM Fair projects?  Projects are focused on wonderings or asking questions, 
“Why?”, “How?”, or “What if?”. Students can use scientific, engineering, or design 
methodologies to discover answers to their questions. Students may also create a model or 
presentation to show how something works. Project ideas should come from the students 
and students should drive their projects. It is important students conduct their own 
research, experiments, and discovery—even if the experiment or design doesn’t work! 
 
The TUSD STEAM Fair Celebration is scheduled for April 20th at Torrance High School 
from 6:00-8:00pm. Winners from elementary schools will be invited to participate and 
share their STEAM projects with families and members of the TUSD community, followed 
by an opportunity to be recognized by distinguished members of TUSD and the Rotary 
Club.  Please join us to honor our students and the scientific process.  
 
Theme: “What do you wonder about?” 
Purpose: To have students think critically about the world around them and 
be problem solvers. 
 
K/1st Grade - Collections (Focus: Science & Math) 
Wonderings: What is the best way to organize my collection? Why is that the best way? 
*Sub questions-”How many different kinds of …(e.g., leaves, legos, rocks)? 
*Organize & Analyze (similarities, differences, more, less, etc) 
 



	

	

 
2nd/3rd Grade - Models/Inventions  (Focus: Science & Engineering) 
Wonderings: How does this design work? What problem did it solve? Why is it important? 
 
4th/5th Grade - Scientific Problem Solving/Experimental Design (Focus: Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) 
Wonderings: How can I improve the design? 
*Process 

1. Wondering - What is the problem you want to solve? Or what design do you want to 
improve? (e.g., erosion, pot-holes, earthquakes, landslide) 

2. Research 
3. Claim - using the evidence of what I’ve observed and reasoned, how can I solve this 

problem? 
4. Materials & Procedure 
5. Evidence & Analysis - Did the design work? Why or Why not? 
6. Scientific Reasoning  
7. Next steps: What can I do to make it better? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



	

New opportunities for Falcons to SOAR at Fern!	 
 
Fern Elementary is a PBIS school! We have taken a positive step forward in 
developing school-wide expectations for behavior for our students.  Our SOAR 
model (PBIS system=Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports) focuses on 
the positive behaviors exhibited by our students rather than the negative 
behaviors. Staff members may provide a student a SOAR purple slip to 
acknowledge his/her positive academic and character behaviors across the 
campus; Scholarly, On time, Accountable, Respectful/Responsible. 
 
A school-wide behavior policy shapes and encourages a positive school culture. 
Through a consistent PBIS implementation we expect to see the following results: 

ü improved academic achievement, 
ü increased school engagement and participation, 
ü reduced negative behaviors and, 
ü increased adult focus on positive student behaviors.  

 
Our students have positively responded to the launch of our school wide 
behavior expectations, so we have updated our system to reflect the growing 
number of Falcon achievers! Students now have three ways to “cash in” their 
SOAR purple slips.    
 

1) Our fabulous PTA members will continue to host the Fern Student Store in 
front of the school on the last Wednesday of the month.  Each SOAR 
purple slip has a value of 25 cents at the store. 

2) New – the SOAR café.  Students can place their SOAR slips in grade level 
buckets in the cafeteria.  A raffle drawing will be held at the first Falcon 
Monday Morning Assembly each month and six SOAR slips will be drawn 
from each bucket.  The winners will eat their lunch at the special SOAR 
café table on the stage with a staff member(s). 

3) New – the SOAR Store. Once a month, students can purchase a pencil, 
eraser, or stickers from the store during lunch.  One SOAR slip will be 
needed to purchase one item.  Each month, the date will be announced 
at the Falcon Monday Morning Assembly. 

 
We look forward to recognizing and celebrating Fern students! 

 
Fern’s PBIS Team 

Jessica Garcia (4th grade teacher) 
Lauren Haro (RtI teacher)  
Debbie Mabry (principal) 
Linda Olmos (TK teacher) 

Kelly Steinfeld (PBIS Lead Coach and Learning Center teacher) 



VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 

Our school library is looking for volunteers during class 
hours and lunch recess.   

If you are able to give your time one day a week or 
more please email 

Traci Dominguez: fernptapres@gmail.com 

If we do not have enough volunteers to staff the 
library, it may end up being closed certain days and 

times of the week. 

* All volunteers must be cleared through the office and TUSD*

mailto:fernptapres@gmail.com


2017-18 TK & Kindergarten Enrollment 
 

Enrollment for Kindergarten (5th birthday must fall on or before September 1, 2017) and Transitional 
Kindergarten (TK) (5th birthday must fall on or between September 2, 2017 – December 2, 2017) will begin 
February 2017. Schools and their specific enrollment dates are listed below. 
 All incoming TK’s and kindergarteners will be enrolled at:  

The Family Welcome Enrollment Center 
2336 Plaza del Amo 
Torrance, CA 90509 

Enrollment hours: 8:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Please follow the directions on the back of this page and bring all necessary items to enroll your 
TK/Kindergartner on your date. 
 

      Dates to Enroll                            School of Residency 

February 1 & 2, 2017 Fern 

February 3 & 6, 2017 Torrance Elementary 

February 7 & 8, 2017 Seaside 
February 9 & 10, 2017 Edison 

February 14 & 15, 2017 Towers 

February 21 & 22, 2017 Hickory 

February 23 & 24, 2017 Arlington 
February 27 & 28, 2017 Riviera 

March 2 & 4, 2017 Wood 

March 6 & 7, 2017 Anza 

March 8 & 9, 2017 Arnold 

March 13 & 14, 2017 Lincoln 
March 15 & 16, 2017 Walteria 

March 17 & 20, 2017 Yukon 

March 21 & 22, 2017 Adams 

March 23 & 24, 2017 Carr 

March 27-29, 2017 Victor 
April 3-5, 2017 LAUNCH (TK & Kindergarten) 

    

  

If you miss the enrollment date for your child’s school, the following makeup days will also be available: 
 

    February 17, 2017  Fern, Torrance El., Seaside, Edison and Towers 
 

    March 10, 2017  Hickory, Arlington, Riviera, Wood, Anza and Arnold 
 

    March 31, 2017  Lincoln, Walteria, Yukon, Adams, Carr and Victor 
 

    April 7, 2017   All school make-up day 
 

If you miss your scheduled enrollment date, you can enroll your kindergartner or TK student  
anytime beginning May 1, 2017. 
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